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CENTRAL. INTELLISENCE AGENCY |

Office of Legislctive Counsel
Woashington, . C. 20505
Telephone: 351-6121 (Code 143-6121)

18 April 1978
TO: Mr. Loch Johnson

Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence .

STl LR L

Dear Loch:

wom gy

I am forwarding you a copy of the
13 April Washington Star article

entitled, "Headlines skould be

borne out by facts'" as well as the

26 February article (ertitled "CIA-
Linked Author To Lecture on Hill")

to which it refers. I think that you

will find the 13 April article
enlightening.
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Regards,
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Assistant Legislative Counsel
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Item No. 1
Ref. No.

The letter below appeared in today's Washington Star,

‘Headlines shoﬁld be bbfﬁe o.ut:'by fa

Walter Taylor’s story, *‘CIA-
Linked Author to Lecture on Hill”
( The Star, Feb. 26), which appeared.
while I was on assignment in Cuba,
is inaccurate and misleading in a
number of important respects. It
claimed that House and Senate com-
mittees were looking into the possi-
bility that material concerning a
Greek lobbyist, Elias Demetraco-
poulos, which appeared in ‘‘The
Power Peddlers,” written by Sarah
Hays Trott and myself, may have
been “leaked’” to us by the CIA.

* " The book, published in February
1977, recounted an effort by the CIA
and the State Department to dis-
credit Demetracopoulos through a
memorandum sent to members of
Congress. However, as Taylor
would have learned had he read the

. book about which he wrote, we also

recounted the withdrawal of the

memo, Assistant Secretary David

Abshire’s apology and, for good |
measura, Demetracopoulos’ own .

denials of the memo's contents.
Taylor failed to mention any .of
these points in his piece, although

they plainly bear on the gratuitous

allegation that the book was “‘used”
by the CIA. . .
Similarly, if Taylor had checked

with Trott or myself, which he inex- |

plicably failed to do, he would have
{earned that the CIA-memo story
came to us from Demetracopoulos
himself, and that it was partly at his
urging that we tracked down a copy
of a CIA profile of him. He would
also have learned that we showed
our memo to:Demetracopoulos at
his request, and that he told us it

was similar in content to the one -

sent to Congress. In_other words, it

was Demetracopoulos ard not-the -~

" CIA who generated this passage-in

. pur book, as part of his {apparently .

ongoing) feud with the agency.

—

* Taylor’s story was also mislead-
ing in his assertion that our book is
being investigated by House and
Senate committees. No member of
Congress or congressional aide has
contacted either Trott or me about
‘““The Power Peddlers” since it ap-
peared over a year ago. Sen.
McGaovern did write a letter to Sen.
Inouye, chairman of the Select
Intelligence Committee, in which —
at Demetracopoulos’ request — he
mentioned our book as a possible
example of CIA use of the press.
However, Taylor neglected to men-
tion that McGovern’s letter was
written a year ago.

I have been informed by a com-
mittee spokesman that the Deme-
tracopoulos file was closed a few
days later and that there are no
present plans to reopen it. The
London Guardian reported at the

time (March 16, 1977) that e
Inouye committee was probably not
going to investigate cases like that
of Demetracopoulos.
Demetracopoulos’ request, Rep.

. Edwards did write more recently to

Admiral Stansfield Turner; but, as
Taylor reports, Admiral Turner’s
‘response confirms that we were not
briefed by the CIA.

There is, of course, no reason
why reporters should not use any-
sources, including the CIA; but
none of our information about
Demeétracopounlos was *“leaked’” to
us by anyone. We had to go after it,
often in order to check out his own
loquacious recollections.
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Similarly, at

As Demetracopoulos explained to
us, and as we recounted in our book,
he often urges a member of Con-
gress to write a letter to a gover-
‘ment official, then announces to the
press that there is a “‘congressional
investigation' underway. Needless
to say, an exchange of letters doth
not an investigation make. Deme-
tracopoulos boasted, and we re-
‘ported, that he is usually able to get
his material into the Evans & °
Novak column, the Jack Anderson’
column, UPI and the Guardian.
Last year, he gave a virtually iden- !
tical story to Taylor’s to Evans and ,
Novak, but Bob Novak checked it |
out and handled it more cautiously.
(He also tried three times to check !
with me, but I was out of town.) i

-+ Finally, had Taylor read at least ;

the book’s dust jacket, I would prob-
ably not have appeared in his story
as a “British journalist,” and if he
had called me, he would have
learned that I was going to Cuba
and therefore not going to “lecture .
on the Hill** at all. . i
* In short, nothing justified the j
damaging, offensive and McCarthy- |
like flavor of The Star's headline, i
The lessons are the old ones: re- |

_porters should check, editors should !

check, 2nd headlines should beborne
out by facts. Taylor's piece was !
especially ironic, as I am just com- !
pleting an article commissioned by ;
the media magazine More on CIA:
use of the press. !

Russell Warren Howe
Washington, D.C.

Approved For Release 2006/12/15 : CIA-RDP81MO00980R002000010086-5



C +Dematraconoulos are’strikinglysimilar to the cop-

- g L.
RO

R e e Az
e ’" ,3 ..QAP%M@@W . ?Su*dcri&;v_rrzﬁr 1978
»
pr TR, e 8 R SAREER s R
R R M LY I ve ikl \n”":t..z -
TR Fe _no P B S i e
ClA-Linked Author
";‘} - ,,":-.-."__":_.;‘-.-,_‘ .-‘..-.. ': -::‘::-{;_. e, o

3By Walier Taylos. o)
i+ Wapblagtom Star Stad Weiger

. el e P, '.;. -!_1;4 et
<+ Therautkor ob:a book linked to’allegsd CLAy efs
“forts to diséredit one of its-critics has’been Invited:
-fo participate.in aiseminarcon, Ichbying: for rem-3

bersofthe Honsa and Sendte, , - SR Bt

= They boolk; . The" Power. Peddlers, ™ has ‘come |
%lmdez-:scmtiny'duﬁag tha past year by the House.;
and Sznataintelligence coramittees, A>subeommita

. ‘iee of theHouse panel, headed by Rep, Les Aspin,-|
. D-VWiszris lcoking gererally at Cl&elforts fousenr
 oanipulatethenews media:ts. BRGNS Y
* “The full Senate commitiee is lcokiz spx¢cifically:

ToJectire ¢

A

nto: Qe possibility: that information in the beok |

-was.leaked by the CIA'23 part of an effort to sm eax?;

EliasDemsiracoponlos,- o, former’ Greek . news~;
‘Papermannow livingin Washington f5intz. e @3t
i Thefco-author of the. book;  Russelt VWarren |
Howarar Bﬁﬁsh--jquma}is,t,'.,is; Listed as a ‘panelist
dor a.day-long,* ‘Lobbying-and. the- I.avg;?"sem_inar;
tom orrowformembersof Congress,-od i o ms:

nee o . AN,

UTHESENUNAR ons 62 a series, is'sponsored by
the Library of Congress’s Congressional Research:
Servicedrsie 3y oo RPELY vam RRE A ok N
. Foz;merjaj;mgfylandlf,‘ap;,:ﬁilbert‘.: Gude,: director”

of the-service, said Yesterday. that he was.not
aware that Howe's book had Come up in. the dual.-
Congressional investigations, - - LG S v
+ 'L dow’t Enow wirsthes he was the tool of the Cia’
- Or o2 S hut T yonld'sa his-role i this seminar’
revelves maore ox the tec ical aspec.s of the lay -
:thar anything he has written about the Grask gend:
tlerman,’’ Guda said. R R RiER bl
.;"_.:‘;;-.".All’égationﬁ."a'gainst};ﬂ:tp boole'wrouldn's neces.’

esarily impaie hiSf-,(Hoyieg’s)-"credijhthy"‘fxz“ thig in%
.stance headdeq, gl SRR RO P
5The» book;- publishbd  last February, hasH
i‘attracted attention inya variety of congressional -
- “quartérs” becanse -sp & of. itg, passages- aboui..

; tents~'of .a- memorandum ;that- was- circulated’
: clandestinalyon CapitolHilt INA971, sy kv
AR DEMEIKA‘-‘JQPGULGS,‘ io Self-irdposed exilein ]
;the Uniteqd, States, was = vocal opponent of the |
;junta that controlied Greece at that time and alsp
:was highly critical of CIA and Nixon admigistra- -
tion suppor: of the military regime." ~~** .~ .. vl
. VWhen Demetracoponlds discovered- the "exist-'
ance of the memorandum, evidently based on Cia .

" andsources, iy .50TNaT L o

‘ -Calil;, - and..CIA . Director -Standsfield
- g&zl:g:;'?n a letter to Turner-last May, Edwards

- and by CILA ofiicidls.=« : Accordingly, I.am re-

MY .": ;. . ‘_.'. b
. meregarding this matter.”:r » it o't 25 i zerse

; ,
B R ) Rary 3

intellizence reporis, the Nixon White Bouss hastily-.
ordered its recall and issued a written apology to
the former newsman, A subsequent CIA repors ac..
knowledged that much of the.raaterial in {ha.
memorandum wasfalse. .., .. . ...: o
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cording to” an "exchange of correspondence
thgt.cwas fo%-warded- to-Aspin’s ‘?_Ious& Intelhgen%ei
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said that *'iz appears, from the book’s authors’ own

staterents,.that information about Elias.Deme=} -

trecoponlos has been given thera from CIA-files

questing that you search yopr records and advise
ding three -monthg. ‘later, -on°.Aug: 8;
;I‘ui?ggo:eplied that a thorough search of agezi‘cy-
records revealed “no evidence to support the hy
pcthesis that.the 7IA provided mform,atxoy‘on Me,
Deetracopomios” to Howe and the book’s,co-an-

thor, Sarah Hays Troth; .3 & 3viLa oy sl )
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